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Letter to the Residents

Dear District 1 Residents,

I understand that the budget continues to be a topic of discussion
and concern for everyone, including myself in my role as your
Council representative. I am working diligently with my col-
leagues and our Mayor to make sure that we live within our
means and prepare for the future. The City of Fresno has been
very fortunate that we carry a reserve, distinguishing us as one of
the few Cities in California that has been able to pass a balanced
budget. Even with the difficult times ahead, I believe that we will
still be able to carry on a reserve for this year’s budget. We will
do this without losing services in our core area of public safety,
city services, and infrastructure.

I have some great news for residents of District 1:

1. We’ve been able to open the Ashlan/99 corridor to
Blythe. It will be extended to Cornelia in 2010.

2. W€ ve been able to work with Fresno Unified School
District to improve facilities at Fresno High School
The swimming pool has been upgraded and there is
now an all-weather track & field.

3. We worked with the Tower Marketing Committee to
bring additional capital and investment into the area.
I am particularly proud of the 7-plus million dollars
of investment that has been put into maintaining
District 1. These investments range from much-
needed infrastructure work in our district, a new
police sub-station, to additional maintenance in our
neighborhood parks.

Lastly, I ask all our neighbors to come together during these diffi -
cult times. This is the time that we need to strengthen our
Neighborhood Watch programs, be involved in our communities,
and watch out for each other. Difficult times will put many of us
in difficult situations, and coming together as neighbors and com-
munities will help all of us get through these tough times together.

I am always grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve all of you, so please
don’t hesitate to call our office with
any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Blong Xiong
Councilmember
District 1
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Upcoming Infrastructure in Our Neighborhoods

Streetlights— Weber & Marks

¢ Widening the intersection to include turn lanes, pavement striping, curb, gut-
ter and sidewalk, streetlights and a new traffic signal.
Quiet Zone Railroads—- Olive & Blackstone

¢ Hormns to be silenced while trains pass (please see ““Quiet Zone,”

page 1.)

Teague Elementary S chool— PG&E Pole

¢ PG&E poles will be moved, street widening, dedicated turn lane, flashing
crossing beacon, bike lane, streetlights and many other improvements.

Alley Gates—-4 Alley Closures

¢ This fiscal year 4 alleys will be closed. For more information on closing your
alley or to find out if your alley is one of the ones that will be closed, please
contact District 1 staffat (559) 621-7816.

Golden State— Phase 2

¢ We will continue upgrades to landscaping, curbs, & drainage between

Ashlan & Shaw.

Streetlights/Intersections

There is no denying that street and traffic
lights are critical assets that make District 1
neighborhoods a much safer places to live.
This year there have been many improve-
ments to our district’s traffic intersections
and its residential-areas’ street lights. This
year’s completed traffic intersection im-
provements includes:

Under Construction
- Clinton/Blythe
Upgrades
- Clinton/West
- Ashlan/Cornelia
-Golden State/Shaw
New
-Dakota/Marks

S afe Routes to S chool

Have you ever seen children or teenagers
crossing streets where there are neither
crosswalks nor stop signs? Should it happen
on the way to and from school? No. Itis a

clear danger to our children to be crossing

those streets without safety precautions.
This year, District 1 has worked to make it
safer for our children to get to and fiom
school. Williams Elementary, Teague Ele-
mentary and Fresno High School have all
seen improvements made to their neighbor-
hoods. District 1 will continue to work with
Fresno and Central Unified School District
to identify school routes that are in need of
upgrades.

Competitive Edge

District 1 is also working to provide our
youth with a competitive edge. We have
worked with Fresno Unified School District
to move forward the capital improvement
projects at Fresno High School. You may
have already noticed the construction work
on the all-weather track. Now keep an eye
out for construction to begin on a brand-new
aquatic center. These two projects will re-
place outdated facilities and give the students

at Fresno High increased pride and a com-
petitive edge.

District Impro vements

Every day improvements are being made in
our district. This year there has been a new
Walgreens added to our neighborhood at
Ashlan and Cornelia, enhancing our pro-
gressive environment. Our Tree Damage
project this year is being accomplished at
Holland to Indianapolis, and Valentine to
Marks. The project will include work being
done on the sidewalks, gutters, and tree
trimming. Meanwhile, our daily drives are
made smoother by the repaving in District
1; for example, this year we have had re-
paving done at Fruit to West on McKinley,
HWY 99 to Ashlan on Golden State, and
Abby to the railroads on Olive. Whether
the improvement is patching an uprooting
side walk, repaving a street, or putting in a
new convenient store, every improvement
made in District 1 is of immense benefit to
our district.
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-Palm Avenue Commuhity
Church-

Palm Avenue Community Church, in collabo-
ration with the Gty of Fresno Council Dis-
tricc 1 Office, organized a Neighborhood
Block Party on Saturday, March 14t 2009
that ran for 4 hours. The block party was an
opportunity for area residents to meet
neighbors and seek information about City,
County, and other neighborhood services.
The event featured many different informa-
tion booths, from City of Fresno Code En-
forcement to the Fresno Chaffee Zoo. Not
just information booths were there, but enter-
tainment and live music were offered. Games
such as a
bounce house, a physical fitness mobile, and
face painting. The Fresno County Library
sent in its book mobile. There were music,

were provided for the children,

fun, and food for everyone to enjoy.

Ol Bacienda Offers TWour

Mental Health Systems, Inc. (MHS) pro-
vided a free walking tour ofits facility at the

old Hacienda grounds on late afternoon
Thursday, May 28, 2009.

Conducted by Jenny Bates, Regional Man-
ager of MHS’s Northern Region Administra-
tive Office, the tour was an opportunity for
Fresno City Council Districts 1 and 3 resi-
dents to see the over $2.5 million in improve-
ments that have been made to the facility.
They were shown the areas for which sub-
stantial renovations are planned or are un-
derway before for the entire MHS Fresno
campus is fully operational.

MHS is very anxious to be an accessible part
of its surrounding community. Thus, when
facility renovations and construction are
completed, MHS will be offering many of'its
facilities for occasional community use (the
large swimming pool, for example, for such
activities as swimming lessons).

If you are interested in taking a tour of the
MHS campus, all you need do is call the
Council District 1 office at 559-621-7816 for
more inform ation.
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-United Christ ian Church-

For the past three years that Councilmem-
ber Blong Xiong has been in office,he and
his staff have assisted United Christian
Church in putting this popular event to-
gether. Every year United Christian
Church provides city and county services
for residents who seek them, with fun and
entertainment for those who come to enjoy
the breezy day with their neighbors. This

.. time of the year is for building new rela-

tionships, whether with the government, a
Our
neighborhood becomes one step harder to
break apart. The relationships we build

s will keep our district and city strong

against anything thrown at us. All these
relationships help to bind us together in a
stronger sense of community. Block par-
ties give us hope to keeping our neighbor-
hoods standing tall!

This year’'s Eath Day for District 1
was held on Saturday, April 18™, 2009 at
the District’s very own Quigley Park.
Volunteers came as families and in
groups with cheerful smiles and blissful
energy -- some even brought their own
gardening tools to do the day’s work.
After rules and safety precautions were
reviewed, volunteers were sent out to
their designated team leaders for task
assignments. Many stayed within the
park to sow seeds, plant trees and
bushes, fertilize, andrake. Some painted

park structures and swept and cleaned
the park & play structure. Volunteers
who worked outside of the park’s border
collected trash and debris around the
park and along the canals from West &
Ashlan to Palm Avenue.
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WATER, WATER EVERY- SPRING/S UMMER FREE swimfrom 1-5pmifthe National Weather Service
WHERE --- NOT! WATERING SCHEDULE Forecasts a high of 105+ at both pool and cooling centers.
(March 2— November 30)

Just a reminder about our REVISED City

of Fresno watering restrictions -- See the | ODD Numbered EVEN Numbered

current residential watering schedule to the |Address: (1.3.5.7.9) | Address: (0.2. 4.6.8)
right, and be aware of the new restric- g“tes dgg” Thursday, gve‘:";mday’ Friday

tions: There is now NO HANDWATER- |~ ™Y Hney

INGEROVIGAMoTT2¥ o auy

City of Fresno watering spotters will be out

there looking NO WATERING 6AM-7PM

-District 1 Here to Meet Your Needs-

Whether it is helping residents address infrastruc-
ture needs, code enforcement, or legislation, the
District 1 staff is here to assist you. We welcome
visitors and look forward to receiving inputs about
our neighborhoods.

City Hall
2600 Fresno Street
Fresno, CA 93721-3600
Phone: (559) 621-7816
Fax: (559) 268-1043
Email: distiict] @fresno.gov
Website: www.fresno.gov

*Please feelfree to contact District I staff for any
assistance.




